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Royston  Urban  District  Council,  1921. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  you  with 
the  Report  of  your  District  for  1920. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  District. 

The  Area  of  the  District  is  1050  acres. 

Population,  Census  1911  ...  6213 

Estimated  1920  ...  6675 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  District. 

The  geological  formation  is  boulder  clay  overlying  the 
coal  beds,  comprised  of  shales  and  standstone.  In  the  upper 
parts  of  the  Township  rock  and  sandstone  predominate,  whilst 
in  the  lower  lying  ground  clay  is  prevalent. 

Colliery  workings  underlie  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Village 
at  a  depth  of  between  450  and  500  yards. 

Royston  Urban  District  is  surrounded  by  the  Barnsley 
Rural  District,  except  on  the  Eastern  side,  where  it  runs  with 
the  Hemsworth  Rural  District.  The  Aire  and  Calder  Canal 
runs  North  and  South  close  to  the  Eastern  side,  and  the 
Midland  Railway  acts  as  boundary  between  Royston  and 
Hemsworth  districts,  and  the  Great  Central  Railway  is  the 
boundary  on  the  North  between  Royston  and  (Notton)  the 
Barnsley  Rural  District. 

The  elevation  of  the  District  is  between  250  feet  and 
170  feet  above  Ordnance  datum,  the  slope  is  Southward. 

The  Town  itself  stands  on  sloping  ground,  and  consists  of 
a  long  main  street  running  from  East  to  West  (Midland  Road) 
intersected  by  another  road  (Station  Road  and  Church  Street) 
running  North  and  South. 
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The  chief  occupation  of  the  men  and  boys  is  Mining 
ieoal).  None  of  the  pits  are  in  the  area. 

The  miners  are  strong  and  healthy,  and  not  affected  by 
their  occupation. 

BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 

Births. 

There  have  been  231  Births.  Rate  per  1,000  34-6. 

Male  Female  Total 

123  108  231 

Illegitimate  7  4  11 

Deaths. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  number  of  Deaths  is 
smaller  than  has  been  the  case  for  some  years.  Beyond  the 
outbreak  of  Measles  the  village  has  escaped  any  serious 
epidemic. 

There  have  been  two  Coroner’s  Inquests. 

Male  Female  Total  Rate  per  1.000 

43  34  77  11-5 

Causes  of  Death  (Civilians  only). 

Male 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ...  3 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  0 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  9 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years)  5 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease,  2 
Parturition,  apart  from 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  0 

Congential  Debility,  &c.  ...  3 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide  2 
Other  defined  Diseases  ...  14 


Female 

5 

3 

3 

3 

5 

3 

0 

1 

I 

0 

10 

34 


43 
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Infantile  Mortality  figures  as  usual  largely  (33  per  cent.) 
in  the  list  of  Deaths,  we  are  no  worse  than  nearly  all  other 
districts,  and  beyond  believing  that  dieting  is  the  chief  cause 
1  can  give  no  other  reason  for  it. 

Male  Female  Rate  per  1,000 

16  8  100-4 

Illegitimate  1  1 

Causes  of  Death  and  Age. 


Under 
1  week 

1—2 

weeks 

2-3 

weeks 

1-3 

innths 

3-6 

ninths 

6—9 

ninths 

9—12 

ninth 

All 

Ages 

Premature  Birth 

3 

3 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Enteritis 

l 

4 

l 

1 

7 

Gastric  Catarrh 

l 

1 

Measles... 

2 

2 

Convulsions 

l 

1 

2 

Other  Causes  ... 

l 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

4 

1 

2 

l 

6 

6 

4 

24 

The  Amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  is  2s.  9d. 

The  Accidents  and  Operation  Cases  are  sent  to  Beckett 
Hospital,  Barnsley,  and  Leeds  Infirmary. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water. 

It  is  supplied  by  the  Barnsley  Corporation  Waterworks. 
It  is  of  good  quality  and  there  have  been  no  cases  of  Plumbism. 
There  have  been  no  grounds  for  complaint  as  to  supply. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  is  no  River,  only  a  small  Brook  running  down  the 
lower  ground  of  the  district  and  draining  the  fields  of  that 
area,  it  sometimes  gets  polluted  from  the  effluent  of  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  Colliery,  but  no  very  deleterious  effect  as  it  lies  in 
the  fields  away  from  any  dwellings. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  are  three  Sewerage  Farms  in  the  district — 

1.  On  the  North  side,  near  Notton  Station,  which  receives 

the  effluent  from  24  houses,  passing  first  through  sedi¬ 
mentation. 

2.  On  the  South  side,  in  Ardworth  Lane,  receives  effluent 

of  three-quarters  of  the  village. 

Treatment — Sedimentation  tanks  and  sprinklers. 

3.  On  the  East  side,  receiving  the  effluent  for  the  remaining 

portion  of  the  village.  Treatment  —Sedimentation 
tanks  with  Stoddard’s  sprinklers. 

The  above  are  doing  the  work  efficiently. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  covered  privy  midden  is  universal,  except  for  102 
houses  which  have  W.C.s. 

Six  conversions  have  taken  place  in  1920.  Steps  are 
being  taken  for  further  conversions,  which,  however,  will  be  a 
slow  process  owing  to  the  enhanced  prices  of  labour  and 
material. 

There  are  at  the  present  time  431  covered  privy  middens 
and  102  wash-down  water  closets. 

Scavenging. 

This  service  is  regularly  and  efficiently  done,  and  the 
refuse  disposed  of  on  two  tips — one  for  the  upper  and  one  for 
the  lower  part  of  the  district.  A  good  supply  of  Disinfectant 
powder  is  scattered,  and  the  work,  as  far  as  possible,  is  done 
early,  before  the  inhabitants  are  about. 

Sanitary  Inspection. 

There  has  been  a  regular  and  systematic  inspection  of 
the  district. 
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There  have  been  1,216  inspections  of  houses  during  1920. 

Number  of  houses  visited  and  found  defective  ...  85 

Informal  Notices  for  same  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

The  remaining  45  were  attended  to  by  verbal  arrangement. 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  7 

all  of  which  were  complied  with. 

There  were  no  prosecutions. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled 
by  Bye-laws  and  Regulations. 

There  are  none  in  the  area. 

Other  Sanitary  Matters  requiring  Notice. 

None. 

Schools. 

There  are  two  Schools.  The  National  (Church)  situate 
in  Church  Street,  and  the  Council  School  in  Midland  Road. 

The  Sanitary  condition  and  Water  Supply  of  both  are 
efficient. 

The  Schools  were  closed  for  6  weeks  in  May  and  June  for 
an  outbreak  of  Measles. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  and  his  Nurse  have  periodical 
Clinics. 

Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

There  is  no  shortage,  the  quality  is  satisfactory,  and  is 
supplied  by  local  farms. 

There  has  been  one  prosecution  for  over-watering  milk 
which  had  been  obtained  from  a  neighbouring  township. 

The  condition  of  the  Cow  Sheds  and  Dairies  on  periodical 
inspections  have  been  found  to  be  clean  and  whitewashed,  and 
no  fault  can  be  found  with  the  tins  and  cans  used  for  the 
carriage  of  milk. 
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The  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Ol  der,  1919,  has  been 
utilised  when  necessary. 

(b)  Meat. 

During  the  year  all  the  meat  required  by  the  district  has 
been  slaughtered  in  Barnsley,  and  brought  in  by  motor  lorry. 

(i.)  Meat  inspections  have  been  rigidly  carried  out,  and 
the  condition  of  the  Slaughter-houses,  as  regards  cleanliness 
and  whitewashing,  is  satisfactory. 

(ii.)  There  is  no  public  abattoir,  and,  as  stated  above,  the 
meat  was  slaughtered  and  brought  from  Barnsley,  the  inspec¬ 
tion  could  only  be  taken  when  it  arrived  at  the  shops. 

(Hi.)  Action  under  Section  117  of  the  Public  Health  £ct  or 
Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  (London)  Act,  1891 — None. 

(iv.)  Number  of  Carcases  and  parts  condemned  for  Tuber 
culosis — None. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

1914  January,  1920  December,  1920 

Not  Registered  5  5  5 

(c)  Other  Foods. 

One  box  of  Mackerel  was  condemned. 

The  condition  of  the  Bake-houses  is  quite  satisfactory 
The  existing  Orders  are  quite  efficient. 

(d)  There  have  been  no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning. 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

Infectious  Diseases  generally. 

The  district  has  been  singularly  free  from  Notifiable 
Diseases.  Beyond  an  outbreak  of  Measles  in  May,  which 
fortunately  was  not  of  a  virulent  type,  but  owing  to  the  number 
of  cases  I  had  to  get  an  order  for  closing  the  Schools  for  a 
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period  of  six  weeks.  It  is  believed  that  the  source  of  infection 
primarily  came  from  a  neighbouring  district  where  the  com¬ 
plaint  was  prevalent. 

As  is  usually  the  case,  neighbouring  and  taking  children 
into  houses  where  the  complaint  was,  helped  to  swell  the 
number  of  cases. 

The  Council  supply  the  Medical  Practitioners  with  Anti 
Toxin. 

One  case  of  Encephalis  Lethargica  was  reported,  which 
died,  and  the  house  and  clothing  was  promptly  disinfected* 
and  no  further  case  arose. 

There  were  no  “  return”-  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Malaria  was  intermittantly  present  in  5  returned  soldiers, 
which  were  treated  at  the  different  Hospitals  chosen  by  the 
Military  Authorities. 

Epidemic  Pneumonia,  Dysentry,  and  Trench  Fever  have 
been  non  existent. 

No  Bacteriological  aids  to  discover  contacts  have  been 
taken. 

Vaccination. 

Owing  to  the  freedom  of  allowing  parents  to  claim  exemp¬ 
tion,  vaccination  is  a  dead  letter.  One  shudders  to  think  of 
the  dire  results  which  would  follow  an  outbreak  of  Small  Pox. 

During  1920  there  have  been  36  primary  and  1  secondary 
vaccinations. 

Influenza  of  a  sporadic  and  mild  type  has  been  prevalent 
during  the  Spring  and  Autumn.  It  caused  no  deaths. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  Anthrax  or  Rabies. 

The  Council  have  a  Disinfectant  Plant  for  Fumigating 
Verminous  Persons  and  belongings. 
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Tuberculosis. 

The  notification  of  both  Pulmonary  and  other  forms  is 
satisfactory.  There  have  been  7  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
(6  Pulmonary,  1  Joint).  The  Pulmonary  were  under  the 
treatment  of  the  District  Tuberculosis  Officer  (Dr.  Rivers)t 
and  attended,  when  possible,  the  Clinic  at  Queen’s  Road 
Barnsley,  and  were  sent  to  Sanatoria  for  a  period  of  treatment. 
Since  their  return  and  on  my  being  called  in,  I  found  that 
though  they  had  improved  as  regards  putting  on  weight,  cough 
easier  and  expectoration  lessened,  after  a  few  weeks  the  old 
train  of  symptoms  returned  and  that  they  lost  ground  and 
lapsed  into  their  former  condition. 

One  can  only  think  that  if  it  were  possible  to  form 
Colonies  or  Segration  Camps  for  those  afflicted  with  this 
“  White  Scourge  ”  how  much  better  it  would  be  for  them  and 
also  for  the  rest  of  the  population. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

There  have  been  the  following  cases  during  1920. 
Puerpural  Fever  ...  ...  ..  1 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  6 

Diphtheria  ..  ...  ...  2 

Erysipelas...  ...  ...  ...  2 

The  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  Cases  were  removed 
to  the  Kendray  Fever  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

Sanitary  Administration. 

The  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  has  been  carried 
out  satisfactorily. 

(1)  Staff— One  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Four  Scavengers. 

Two  Road  Workers. 

One  Surveyor. 

One  Horse-keeper. 
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(2)  Hospital  accomodation  for  Infectious  Cases — 

Kendray  Fever  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

Lund  Wood  (Small  Pox),  Barnsley. 

(3)  Local  Acts,  Special  Local  Orders  or  General  Adoptive 

Acts  in  force  in  district,  and  their  administration — 

Working  efficiently. 

(4)  Arrangements  for  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work 

during  1919 — No  necessity  has  arisen. 

housing. 

There  have  been  no  houses  built  or  foundations  dug 
during  1920.  Though  frequently  discussed  at  your  Meetings, 
and  interviewing  Government  Officials,  nothing  has  matured. 
Speaking  as  one  who  has  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  village, 
I  venture  to  say  that  1  think  it  is  almost  a  pity  that  the  vacant 
spaces  in  and  about  Midland  Road  (where  the  drainage  and 
water  supply  is  close  at  hand)  are  not  utilised  for  the  building 
of  the  142  houses  required,  on  the  grounds  of  economy  and 
also  being  near  the  main  street  of  the  village, 

I  don’t  think  that  workers  can  afford  to  pay  a  rent  of  10/- 
to  14/-  which  I  expect  the  new  £800  houses  will  be. 

Housing. 

1.  General  housing  conditions  of  district — Good. 

2.  (a)  Wanted  142  new  houses.  ( b )  Scheme  in  hand. 

3.  No  change  in  population. 

Overcrowding. 

A  few  cases. 

Cause — Insufficient  houses. 

Measures  taken — Waiting  for  building  to  fructuate. 

Principal  cases  of  Overcrowding  and  action  No  action,  as 
there  was  nowhere  for  the  people  to  go. 
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Fitness  of  Houses. 

1  (a)  General  standard — good. 

(b)  General  character  of  defects  found — Defective  roofs* 

spouts  and  fall  pipes. 

(c)  Defects  due  to  Owners  want  of  attention. 

2  General  action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses — 

(fn  Under  Public  Health  Act. 

(b)  Under  Housing  Act. 

3  Defects  dealt  with  by  interview  and  notice  to  Owners — 

No  back-to-back  houses. 

4  No  necessity  has  arisen  for  acting  in  water  supply, 

closet  accommodation,  and  refuse  disposal ;  all  these 
matters  being  in  order. 

\  ' 

Unhealthy  Areas. 

No  complaints  received  and  no  action  taken. 

Bye-Laws  relatIng  to  Houses. 

No  action  taken,  there  being  no  complaints. 


Survey  of  Housing  Conditions  of  Royston  during  1920, 
undertaken  at  .the  wish  of  the  Housing  Commissioner. 

Population. 


Total  population  ...  ...  6675 

Non-Lodgers,  Males...  ...  ...  ...  3079 

„  Females  ...  ...  ...  0OO8 

Lodgers,  Males  ...  •••  •••  -81 

,,  Females  ...  ...  ...  •••  36 


6404 
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Houses. 


1216 

13 
247 
225 
6 
3 

722 
1216 

No.  of  houses  with  2  families  in  residence  ...  118 

1!  M  3  » ,  ,  ,  ...  6 

Percentage  of  population  per  house  ...  ...  5-26 

No.  of  houses  which,  under  normal 

conditions  would  be  condemned  ...  20 

Overcrowding. 

No.  of  houses  with  1  Bedroom  and  occupied  by 

9  persons  and  over  ...  2 

u  2  ,,  „  ...  43 

„  3  10  persons  and  over  ...  17 


Total  number  in  the  District 


No.  of  houses  having  6  persons  or 

over  in  occupation  with  2  rooms 
No.  with  4  rooms 
•No.  with  5  rooms 
No.  with  6  rooms 
No.  with  7  rooms 
No.  with  less  than  6  persons  in  occupation 


Summary  of  Minor  Defects. 

Defective  Closets 
,,  Windows 

„  Sinks  ... 

„  Pantries 

,,  Hand-rails 

,,  Chimneys 

„  Gable  end 

„  Roof  and  Walls  (Letting  rain  in) 


244 

292 

46 

86 

2 

4 

1 

10 
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Under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  1919. 

No.  of  cases  of  defects  or  want  or  reparation  &c.,  in 
connection  with  : — 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Walls  (Damp)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  227 

Ovens  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ..  15 

Set-pans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Fire  grates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Floors  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  10 

Paving  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Spouting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Ceilings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Fall  pipes  ...  ..  ...  ..  ...  .  8 

Coal  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Wash  houses  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rooms  (Unfit  for  ^habitation)  ...  ...  ...  7 

Attics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Houses  in  dirty  condition  ...  ...  ...  7 

General  and  Miscellaneous. 

All  covered  in  above. 

APPENDICES. 

1 — General. 

(1)  Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  6675 

(2i  General  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  1F5 

(3)  Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  0  60 

(4)  Infantile  Mortality  ...  ...  .  104 

(5)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  of  all  classes  ..  1216 

(6)  Number  of  working-class  dwelling-houses  ...  1057 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected  None 
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2. — Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 

(1)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  Acts)  ..  1216 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  1216 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  unfit  for  habitation  None 

(4)  Houses  with  defects  ...  ...  ...  116 

the  majority  have  since  been  remedied. 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  formal  Notice  ...  85 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sec.  29  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c.  Act,  1919 — 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Act. 

D.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Notices  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  ...  ...  ...  40 

1 2 >  Number  of  defects  remedied  by  Owners  85 
,,  ,,  by  Local  Authority  None 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing, 


Town  Planning  &c.,  Act,  1909 — 

'  1 )  N umber  of  representations  made  with  a  view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ..  None 

(2)  Number  of  houses  in  repect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  None 

(3)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  houses 

having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ..  None 

(4)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  None 

(5)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  None 
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3. — Unhealthy  Areas. 

Areas  represented  to  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to  Im¬ 
provement  under  (a)  Part  I.  or  {b)  Part  II.  of  the  Act,  of  1890 — - 


(1)  Area  ... 

(2)  Acreage 


None 

None 


(3)  Number  of  working-class  houses  in  area  ...  None 

(4)  Number  of  houses  erected  with  consent  of 


Local  Authority  under  Sec.  25  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1919  None 


(5)  Sanitary  Inspector  represents  the  staff  engaged  on 
Housing,  as  well  as  his  other  duties. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  B.  ESKRIGGE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


